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19 Pebruary 1948

UM FOR THE CHIEF ADVISORY COURCIL
SUBJECT: Crypto Sesurity Bill,

1, Comment has been requested in commectlion -
with the draft of 13 February 1930 to a pmgoseﬁ mOmO~
randum for the USCICC Secretariat on the subjleet of
the Crypto Security Bill, S. 1019.

2. Ko comment is made as regards the text of
Admirs)l Stone's remarks as it 1s ocutside the juris-
diction of this office.

3, While there is always & chance of testlimony

iven in BExecutive Sesslon becoming publie through
leaks in the Committee, there is an equally good
chance that this ecan be hsaded off. Admirsl Stone
would bs well within his rights in refus to dis- -
cuss Ay agoration&l aspects of commmmnications intel-
ligence and prior arrangements with the Chalrmen of
the respective Judicliary Committees in the House and
Senate might forsclose r embarrassing line of
questions in gconnectlon with operations. The success
in the field of communications intelligence ls &
matter for the Armsed Services Committees and not the
Judici Committees, and it is felt that this type
of questiomify can be foreclosed in advance.

. &, The guestion of the practlicality of under-
taking gmmtion under the blll if passed is one -
) have to be considered in each case. How-
ever, if sugh & bill can be enacted with 2 minimum
losa of security, it is always prefersble to have such
a law on the staiute books.

5. In connection with mﬁa:ph 5 of your 4raft,
as atated sbove, the security risks cen be gniuizad

v careful discussions with the %&tﬁ Committiee

4 raon in sdvance. This can be furthered follewing
favorable Committee asction on the bill by discussion
with the Republican and Democratic leedership in both
houses in sn attempt strongly to limit debate. The
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?aamest danger 1n debate will be ux-am'iaod scresms
rom some members of the press that the bill inwvades

freedcm of the press and olvil rights. This attech, 1
feel, can be successfullyipet.

6. I am still of the opinion that there iz small
hope for passsge of this ’am 8t the ent time. This
is a short session of the Congress. the Semate the
top three Republican members of the Jndi.ui cmittee
are pretty well tied up, Semator Wiley ?;he
with E8P and the Foram Relations th Senator
Lenger with the gmb}.m of Civil Service, snd Senator-
Perguscn with his speclsl investigations and ropria-
tions Copmittee wo If the Segretary of De e ware
able to get an Maml ogégim from Senstor wne{
ﬁspmam ative Michener, two Judiclary Committee

it would be most helpful, It i3 glso recom-
mended that the opintom of Senator Molrath of Rhode Ialsnd,
emocratlic mer of the Senate Judiei Committee,
bo Mamed. It should be noted that Jenator mmth
is Chairman of the memtie Fational Comittee,
the m pide, it t be worthwhile to a;:pmmh
8 o3 Eman Kaatins ¥ew York on an informel basis

has t been eonfirmed as a Brigedier General
aiMr in !at.iomal Guard or in the Reserve, and is
y Mindful of the security aspesis of intelll-
gence. OUne further word of eautlon should be noted in
connection with security in the House Committee, snd
that iz that the senlor Democratic member 1s Emanuel
Celler of New !ark a left-wing New Dezler, whose
fam% mlz. ioolc ia n glose to nemy wsllaee

uill z!arcm be, I em sure
security risk on any ® - eomnittee which might
our bill,

atmsider

T. In amlusim it is wmy opinion that the ms-
sibility of mwﬁl .8 loainla.tim at this session
is doubt! pointed out the Genersl
coma&}. in a mrmdlm to ﬁr. Gallina on aubggm:

t 1947, there 1is considerable doubt

m ity of pmpaaed bill. This ia Ldue largely to

gsion of any question of *intent” ou% an olmt
af the erime, In view of the szzprm [#] declision
quoted in Genersl Counsel's it is felt that
such en omission would be fatal. P&amm .58 pointed
out in thst mram t.he use of the phraae "elassi-
fied information” % "invalidate the whole bill . . .
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since the clessifiestion wes an am:mmmtiu act
it would foree a rgermn at his peril ate
as to shether g¢ertain eotlions vialate& tlm statute®,
It is felt doubtful that in its present form the 3111
would have the spproval either of the artaent of
Justice or the Bureau of the et poth of whom must
conour prior to its being ra ‘to the Ht1l. Loss
of time necess in seguring spproval for the proper -
type of 1 slation will a).mat preclude its copsidera-
tion st msaim, It is our opinion, however,
that an at- mpt should be made to secure am&r ma

of bill mgmm the changes indicated in
Counsel 's memorandumn to Mr, Collins c¢ited in this para-

graph, |

Aasistmt Gmml el

WIPforzheimer:ble _
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